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Lesson: Using Surf’s Up As a Teaching Tool 

Introduction 
If you are a teacher or an assistive technology (AT) instructor, Surf's Up is a great tool for use with 

students or other individuals who want to learn strategies and techniques for navigating with JAWS, 

Fusion, or ZoomText on the world wide web. 

Objective: 
Topics in this lesson include: 

• What is Surf’s Up? 

• Using Surf’s Up on the web or downloading the zip file 

• Surf’s Up topics 

• Navigating Surf’s Up 

• An overview of web page elements 

What is Surf’s Up 
Surf's Up is a small, self-contained training web site created by Freedom Scientific to allow you to 

practice working with JAWS and/or ZoomText in a safe environment while honing your Internet surfing 

skills. 

Surf's Up was created to help people: 

• Learn to use JAWS and ZoomText on the Web 

• Test various HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) code 

• Provide sample pages for learning and testing - both good and bad examples 

• Use with our Basic Training for JAWS, as well as other workshops and webinars 

Access the Surf’s Up home page to get started on the web, or if you are an instructor, download the 
Surf’s Up zip file to keep on a thumb drive so it will be available should you need to conduct web-based 
training where an Internet connection isn’t present. This allows you to install the whole Surf's Up 
training web site on a local computer. 

Surf’s Up Topics 
The Surf's Up home page contains a variety of topics with step-by-step lessons. These include: 

• Introduction to browsing the web 

• Web page elements 

• Navigating web pages 

• Temporary Versus Permanent Changes 

• JAWS web verbosity 

• Tables 

• Forms 

• Frames 

• Languages 

https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/_Surfs_Up_Start_Here.htm
https://support.freedomscientific.com/Training/Surfs-Up/ZIP_Surfs_Up.zip
https://support.freedomscientific.com/Training/Surfs-Up/ZIP_Surfs_Up.zip
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Introduction.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Elements.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Elements.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Temporary_Versus_Permanent.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Web_Verbosity.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Tables.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Forms.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Frames.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Languages.htm
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• Dealing with difficult pages 

• Using the JAWS Find command 

• Skim Reading 

• PlaceMarkers and the Custom Page Summary 

• Personalized web settings 

• Search and Sound Schemes 

• Custom Labels 

• Search Engines 

• Using HTML Help Systems 

• Aria Live Regions 

• Aria Live Regions, Atomic 

• Contact Freedom Scientific 

In addition, you will find instructions for downloading and installing the three main browsers we use for 

training: Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and the new chromium-based Microsoft Edge. 

Each topic is on a separate web page. Use the Keyboard command ALT+N to activate the “Next” link and 

navigate to the next topic, and ALT+B to activate the “back” link and go back one page at a time. 

An Overview of Web Page Elements 
Elements are controls on a web page that facilitate navigation. For example, a link is an element that 

points to another internal page on a website or a page on an external site. 

Web page elements include: 

• Links 

• Headings 

• Buttons 

• Checkboxes 

• Combo boxes 

• Regions 

• Lists 

• Form fields 

• Graphics 

• Tables 

The Surf’s Up page on Navigating Web Pages contains information on working with different elements, 

plus exercises and a sample page. 

https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/difficult_pages.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Languages.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Skim_Reading.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/PlaceMarkers.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Personalized_Settings.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Speech_Sounds_Schemes.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Custom_Labels.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Search_Engines.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/HTML_Help.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/AriaLiveRegions.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/AriaLiveRegionsAtomic.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Closing.htm
https://www.freedomscientific.com/SurfsUp/Navigating.htm
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Return to the Surf’s Up Home Page 
You can return to the Surf’s Up home page at any time using the Surf’s Up graphic link at the top of the 

page. This graphic is a small thumbnail image of a shark's fin. 

When helping students navigate the Surf’s Up pages, note that the individual topic links and sample 

pages open in new browser windows. Depending on your computer set up, these pages may open in 

separate windows or as multiple tabs in one browser session. Press ALT+TAB to move between open 

windows, and CTRL+TAB to navigate among open browser tabs. Press ALT+F4 to close a window, and 

CTRL+F4 to close a browser tab. 

 


