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Lesson: 10 Steps for Setting Up Your Working Environment in Fusion 

Introduction 
Fusion is a combination of JAWS screen reading software and ZoomText screen magnification software. 

This lesson assumes Fusion is already installed on your computer. The following 10 steps will help you 

set up a working environment. Feel free to skip around to the items that interest you the most. 

Open a document that contains text so you can test your settings as you go. 

The first time you launch Fusion, the Fusion Startup Wizard is displayed. There, you will find two check 

boxes for enabling Fusion in the Windows logon prompt and/or to start Fusion automatically when 

Windows starts. 

If the Startup Wizard is not displayed, access it from the Fusion menu. Press ALT+F followed by P to 

access the Preferences submenu, then S for Run Startup Wizard. 

 

Objective 
In this lesson, you will learn 10 steps for setting up your working environment in Fusion. 
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Instructions 

Step 1: Open, Close, Enable, or Disable Fusion and Some General Tips 
You can run Fusion in a variety of ways: 

● Windows Search edit box 

● Desktop icon  

● Windows Run dialog box 

These instructions show you how to run it using Windows Search. Press the WINDOWS key to open the 

Windows Search edit box and type “Fusion” without the quotes. Locate Fusion using your arrow keys or 

the mouse and press ENTER to launch it. 

To temporarily disable Fusion, press ALT+F to access the Fusion menu, then press B, or select Disable 

Fusion and press ENTER. You can also use the keyboard toggle command CAPS LOCK+CTRL+ENTER. 

Rather than disabling Fusion, which leaves you with no speech or enhancements, consider using the 

toggle zoom to 1X feature, which leaves enhancements on, but momentarily suspends magnification, 

Press CAPS LOCK+ENTER. 

Magnification is set to 1X, or no magnification, but all enhancements such as those for the mouse and 

cursor are still active. Press CAPS LOCK+ENTER again to return to your previous magnification setting. 

By default, changes are not automatically saved in Fusion. Before closing Fusion, save any changes you 

want to keep by performing these steps: 

1. Open the Fusion menu, ALT+F, and choose C to open the Configurations submenu. 

2. Press S or select Save as Default and press ENTER. 

 

NOTE: To minimize the Fusion window when it is in the foreground, press ESC. To restore the Fusion 

user interface to the foreground, press CAPS LOCK+CTRL+U. 

Close Fusion by pressing ALT+F4 while the user interface is in the foreground. Alternatively, press ALT+F 

to access the Fusion menu, then choose X for Exit. 



 
 
 
 

Page 3 of 9 

Step 2: Choose a Window Style 
You can set a default magnification level and window style, which you can change as you grow more 

accustomed to using Fusion. You may choose to leave the window style set to full screen. 

View the different styles available by pressing CAPS LOCK+Z to toggle between them. 

This keystroke toggle corresponds to the Window button on the Magnifier tab page of Fusion, where 

you can also use the mouse to change the window style. 

 

Step 3: Set the Zoom (Magnification) Level 
Adjust the magnification level to suit your vision. You can change these settings at any time.  

Increase the magnification level by pressing CAPS LOCK+UP ARROW, and decrease it by pressing CAPS 

LOCK+DOWN ARROW. 

The Zoom level can also be adjusted with the mouse by using the Zoom Level spin box on the Magnifier 

tab in the Fusion user interface. 
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Step 4: Set the Screen Enhancement Color 
There are several settings for customizing the screen foreground and background colors. Invert 

Brightness is a common setting and makes light colors darker and dark colors lighter. 

This is the default scheme, or group of settings, used when you toggle Color enhancements on. If the 

bright white background of your word processing or email app hurts your eyes, try this setting. Toggle 

Color enhancements on or off by pressing CAPS LOCK+C. 

The default scheme, Invert Brightness, is now active. If you like this setting, be sure to read the 

information at the end of this document about the Fusion Smart Invert feature for web browsers like 

Google Chrome. The Smart Invert feature allows images to remain normal in web browsers even when 

the scheme has been set to invert brightness or invert colors. 

You can also choose other color schemes to find the one that best suits your vision. On the Fusion 

Magnifier tab page, press TAB to move to the Color Enhancements button. Press ALT+DOWN ARROW 

to open the Color Split button. Alternatively, click the down arrow beneath the Color button to open the 

menus.  

NOTE: Clicking the top half of a split button toggles the feature on or off. Clicking the down arrow at the 

bottom of the button opens menus for changing settings. 

If the Color Enhancements are disabled (i.e., the button is not pressed), Normal is checked in the menus. 

When the Color Enhancements button is pressed, or enabled, the first scheme in the list is selected, 

Invert Brightness. Take a moment to explore the remaining color schemes to see if any of them are 

better for your eyes. You can learn to change and customize settings by fine-tuning Fusion. 

Press ESC to close the menus. 

Step 5: Mouse Pointer Enhancements and Mouse Echo 
Toggle the enhancements for the mouse on and off by pressing CAPS LOCK+P. Just as with Color 

enhancements, a split button with menus is present for Pointer Enhancements. The default mouse 

enhancement is Large Yellow. Take a moment to explore the other pointer enhancements. 

 

Mouse echo reads text beneath the mouse pointer as it is moved. Choose from several settings. 
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Some people like mouse echo, but others may find it provides too much speech. Change it quickly with 

the toggle keystroke CAPS LOCK+ALT+M.  

When set to Instant mode, Fusion speaks text when the mouse pointer encounters it. In Hover mode, 

text is spoken after hovering the mouse pointer over it for a specific amount of time. 

To make changes to mouse echo, switch to the Reader tab page in Fusion. Click the down arrow below 

the Mouse Echo button, then choose from the available options. 

 

Step 6: Cursor Color and Enhancements 
Navigate to your open text document. The default cursor enhancement is called Blue Wedge. Blue 

triangles point at the blinking cursor to make it easier to find. You can toggle cursor enhancements on 

and off by pressing CAPS LOCK+R. 

To make changes or explore the other available cursor enhancements and settings, click the down arrow 

beneath the Cursor Split Button to open the menus. 
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Step 7: Voice Rate Settings 
If you prefer hearing less speech, try using Speech on Demand. Press INSERT+SPACEBAR followed by S. 

Press this key combination once more to return to normal speech. 

To quickly change the voice rate, press the keystroke combination CAPS LOCK+ALT+UP or DOWN 

ARROW. 

To make other changes to voice rate settings, first switch to the Reader tab page of Fusion. Then click 

the down arrow beneath the Voice button. There you will find Add/Remove Voices as well as Settings 

for more in-depth control. 

 

Step 8: Focus Rectangle 
By default, the Fusion focus rectangle is a red rectangle that surrounds menu items, controls in dialog 

boxes, etc. Toggle focus enhancements on or off by pressing CAPS LOCK+F. 

 

To change the color or style of the focus enhancements in Fusion, open the menus by clicking the down 

arrow beneath the Focus split button on the Magnifier tab page. 

Step 9: Saving Settings 
Once you change Fusion settings, you will need to save them. To do this: 

1. Press ALT+F to open the Fusion menu, then C to open the Configurations submenu. 

2. Press S or select Save as Default and press ENTER. 
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Step 10: Smart Invert in Google Chrome 
When the invert brightness or invert color settings are used in Fusion, images on web pages may also be 

reversed, resulting in photos that look like film negatives. By using the Smart Invert feature, Fusion will 

reverse or undo the inverted effect on photos so that they are displayed in their natural colors. 

You may be prompted to download and install a "Fusion image enhancement" extension to use this 

feature in Google Chrome.  

To enable Smart Invert in Google Chrome you must install the "Fusion Image Enhancement" extension 

for Chrome by following these steps: 

1. Click http://www.ZoomText.com/ZoomTextChromeExtension to display the Google Chrome 

Store.  

2. Click the Add to Chrome button. 

3. Click the Add Extension button. 

4. Leave the Do not show me this again checkbox unchecked. 

5. Click Close. 

 

Note: When using either the invert brightness or invert colors schemes, press CAPS LOCK+I to toggle 

Smart Invert on or off. 

http://www.zoomtext.com/ZoomTextChromeExtension
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Transitioning from MAGic to Fusion 
If you are transitioning from MAGic to Fusion, you will find several features and benefits that will make 

the switch easier. 

Both offer the option to use magnification and speech, and you can navigate HTML and PDF documents 

with Navigation Quick keys. 

One benefit of using Fusion is the ability to use screen magnification with the full screen reading 

capabilities of JAWS. Other Fusion features include: 

• Braille support 

• Convenient OCR 

• Vocalizer Expressive voices 

• Braille/Text Viewers 

Use keyboard commands to read documents and navigate the user interface. 

Fusion keyboard commands will be like those used with MAGic, making them easier to remember. Here 

are some examples. 

Keyboard Commands – MAGic to Fusion 

Description MAGic Keyboard Command Fusion Keyboard Command 

Zoom to 1x (toggle) CAPS LOCK+SHIFT+DEL CAPS LOCK+ENTER 

Enhance Colors On/Off CAPS LOCK+F12 CAPS LOCK+C 

Minimize/Restore User 
Interface 

CAPS LOCK+U CAPS LOCK+CTRL+U 

Silence Current Speech CTRL CTRL 

Toggle Navigation Quick 
Keys On/Off 

CAPS LOCK+Z INSERT+Z 

Toggle Full Speech or 
Speech On Demand 

CAPS LOCK+F3 CAPS LOCK+ALT+ENTER 

Increase Speech Rate 
Permanent 

WINDOWS KEY+ALT+CTRL+PGUP WINDOWS KEY+ALT+CTRL+PGUP 

Decrease Speech Rate 
Permanent 

WINDOWS KEY+ALT+CTRL+PGDN WINDOWS KEY+ALT+CTRL+PGDN 

Increase Magnification CAPS LOCK+NUM PAD PLUS CAPS LOCK+UP ARROW 

Decrease Magnification CAPS LOCK+NUM PAD MINUS CAPS LOCK+DOWN ARROW 
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Fusion Keyboard Commands 

Fusion Keyboard Command Description 

CAPS LOCK+CTRL+ENTER Temporarily disable Fusion 

CAPS LOCK+ENTER Toggle zoom to 1X 

ESC Minimize the Fusion window when it is in the foreground 

CAPS LOCK+CTRL+U Restore the Fusion user interface to the foreground 

ALT+F4  Close Fusion while the user interface is in the foreground 

CAPS LOCK+Z Toggle between window styles 

CAPS LOCK+UP ARROW Increase zoom (magnification) level 

CAPS LOCK+DOWN ARROW Decrease zoom (magnification) level 

CAPS LOCK+C Toggle color enhancements on/off 

CAPS LOCK+P Toggle mouse enhancements on/off 

CAPS LOCK+ALT+M Toggle mouse echo on/off 

CAPS LOCK+R Toggle cursor enhancements on/off 

INSERT+SPACEBAR followed by S Toggle Speech On Demand on/off 

CAPS LOCK+ALT+M Toggle Mouse Mode 

CAPS LOCK+ALT+K Toggle Keyboard Mode 

CAPS LOCK+ALT+UP or DOWN ARROW Adjust speech rate 

CAPS LOCK+F Toggle focus enhancements on/off 

CAPS LOCK+I Toggle Smart Invert on/off 

 

 

 


